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Dr. Olga Sarantopoulos: 

Unresolved remain the vital issues of the Omogeneia

While Greece is coming Sunday, January 25, at the polls for early and perhaps the most critical parliamentary elections after 1974, we can only return to the major issue of the right to vote for Greeks Abroad.

Recall that in recent years several attempts have been made to finally implement the requirement of the Constitution (Article 51) that states  "A law passed by a majority of two thirds of the total number of MPs may specify the regulations on the voting by voters outside the Territory".

Unfortunately, these efforts did not yield the necessary. Our only regret is that the Greek politicians failed, once again, to take into consideration the standard request of the Omogeneia.

Today, almost all European Union countries grant their citizens living abroad the right to vote for the national parliamentary elections.

The Expatriates of these countries vote either by the process of postal voting either at polling stations organized in local embassies and consular offices, or a combination of these two methods. In addition, some countries allow the use of electronic voting. Be noted, also, that some European countries have additionally introduced the election of representatives of expatriate citizens in their national parliaments (eg. Italy, Portu[image: image1.jpg]&3 ZupBoudio
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gal, France).

In Greece some past efforts did not achieve the required majority MPs, resulting not voted on the bill.  Since then the issue passed in Greek calends policies.

Greek voters abroad, however, continue to require that their right, to participate in the political life of their Motherland, is respected. All that remains is the adoption by the Greek Parliament of the corresponding implementing law.

It is indeed unfortunate for the Greek community, the fact that neither the governments, nor any of the opposition parties in their election speeches, included, even briefly, this major issue of the right to vote abroad for Expatriates. They just ignored it. And only “in the eleventh hour”,when asked by expatriate journalists,  they outlined in interviews  their positions. Again, however, we heard wishful thoughts rather than specific solutions projects. And off course far away from commitments ...

Yet, the vast reservoir of Expatriates, this healthy part of Hellenism, could be the refreshing breath in the public life of the country that so much is needed for our Motherland!

It is time for all to understand, that Greece can be supported greatly by the Greeks Abroad. A necessary condition, but obligation of the Motherland, is to embrace the Omogeneia in a reciprocal relationship of mutual support and mutual respect.

There are many legitimate demands of the Expatriates that are pending and which relate to education, taxation, pensions of repatriated, identity card for Omogenis, and the compensation of  the small savers bondholders. All these important issues and many others,as the support of the national questions and revendications, it is necessary to approach them seriously so as to give, finally, the right solutions.

Greece should include the Expatriates in the strategic planning for the future of the country, as the Greeks living abroad represent an integral, vital and dynamic part of the national body. Only in this way our people around the globe will be active again and contribute wholeheartedly to reverse the negative climate and support the development path of Greece.

Any other action or inaction by the Motherland,  will harm both sides, the “Patrida” and the “Omogeneia”.
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