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Introduction

- Silk Road: Goods, ideas and people transferred (Slide)
- Greek-Pakistani relations have been historically friendly. 

Εμπορική Συμφωνία. Υπεγράφη 17.1.1963  (ΝΔ 4404/1964 ΦΕΚ Α 209)
Συμφωνία Οικονομικής – Τεχνικής Συνεργασίας. Υπεγράφη 16.12.1976. (Ν 901/1979 ΦΕΚ Α 94)
Σύμβαση Αποφυγής Διπλής Φορολογίας Εισοδήματος εκ Πλοίων και Αεροσκαφών. Υπεγράφη 7.5.1978. (Ν 933/1979 ΦΕΚ Α 148)
Συμφωνία Τουριστικής Συνεργασίας. Υπεγράφη 15.5.2006. (Ν 3574/2007 ΦΕΚ Α 127)
Migration

Greece has been and is a source of migrants in the past. Greeks know what migration is very well. The Greek society is hospitable and tolerant vis-à-vis migrants.

Thus they sympathize with Pakistani migrants in Greece and they have welcomed them in the past. In the past decades (1970s, 80s, 90s) Pakistanis in Greece have contributed to the Greek economy and have been welcomed and incorporated in Greek society. 
Illegal Migration (MAP)

So far so good. Yet in the last decade there has been a growing flow of illegal migrants from Pakistan who along with migrants from other countries have flooded Greece with serious repercussions for:

- Social Security and Cohesion

The vast number of migrants along with the unprecedented economic crisis in Greece have created an explosive mixture threatening Social security and cohesion.

This situation threatens to undone the achievements of 80.000 legal Pakistani migrants in Greece.

In the context of the Geneva Convention and the Dublin Regulation, Athens has acted to protect the rights of illegal immigrants in Greece, by establishing reception centres. In order to secure its aforementioned achievements in terms of legal migratory policy, Greece needs to address along with the countries of origin of illegal migrants the issue of their return to their homeland. As a result of the economic crisis in Greece, the vast majority of illegal migrants in Greece are trapped in urban environments which do not ensure their economic and social prosperity and does not keep up with their expectations prior to their arrival in Greece.
In this process seeks to negotiate on a bilateral basis with the countries of origin of illegal migrants. One of these countries is Pakistan.

Thousands of illegal Pakistani migrants reside in Greece today. Some of them are accommodated in reception centers and are expected to be sent back to Pakistan. 
Today:

As a result illegal migration forms a top issue in the agenda of security relations between Islamabad and Athens. 

In this paper we in ELESME suggest to our Pakistani collaborative research centre that we start a communication mutual scheme between the two think-tanks regarding the issue of illegal migration in order to

1) Systematic exchange of information and views

2) Instead of keeping Pakistani migrants in reception centers in Greece for deportation, to proceed with the specific idea of exclusively financing reception centers in Pakistan and transferring them from Greece to Pakistan from where they will reincorporated directly in their society.
3) To have bilateral diplomatic collaboration boost, especially with regard to the return of Pakistani migrants to their homeland, something that presupposes strong diplomatic will and personnel ad hoc by the Pakistani government.

By initiating this collaborative scheme between the two think-tanks, both countries will be able to address, discuss and offer answers to the extremely significant issue of illegal migration. Friendly and historical bilateral relations form the necessary platform for further collaboration. Greece is ready.
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